
 

 

 

Parent Learning Calendar – Language Arts Grade 7 
 

e.g. = for example   

 

Blue = Literature                                 Green = Language Arts                        Purple: Homework Help Websites  

 Activities 
Use reference sources appropriately (e.g., 

dictionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, atlas, 

almanac, websites) 

Dictionary: Create a list of ten unknown words and require your child to locate the definition. Your child should 

use the pronunciation guide to correctly pronounce the word. Have your child place the word correctly in a 

sentence.  

Thesaurus:  Have your child create a list of boring words (e.g., good, bad, mad, sad). Using a thesaurus, have your 

child find and illustrate more appealing synonyms (words that have the same or similar meaning). 

Find information using organizational 

features (e.g., table of contents, headings, 

captions, bold print, italics, glossary, index, 

guide words (dictionary/thesaurus), topic 

and concluding sentences) 

Using a newspaper or magazine, cut apart articles separating the headings, key words, illustrations, and captions. 

Then have your child put the “pieces” back together.  

Have your child read an article and list the bold print words. Have him/her write the definitions and create a 

crossword puzzle (using the definitions as clues) for you or someone at home to complete.  

www.puzzle-maker.com 

Identify and use graphic features (e.g., 

charts, maps, diagrams, illustrations, tables, 

timelines, graphs) 

Using graph paper, have your child graph the amount of time he/she spends on an activity each day. For example, 

have children who play video games graph the amount of time they spend playing each day.  

Using a map, have your child plan the route for an imaginary family vacation. 

Describe and discuss the elements of plot 

(e.g., characters, setting, conflict (problem), 

conclusion (how the conflict is solved) 

Watch a family favorite television show together, then have your child describe the characters (who they are, what 

they look like, personality), setting (when and where it takes place), conflict (problem), and conclusion (how the 

problem is solved). 

Using a short story/fairy tale, type or write sentence strips that separate the events of the story. Cut and mix up the 

strips. Have your child sequence the order of events from beginning to end.  

Describe the mood based on the way the 

author tells the story 

Listen to the words from a song with your child. Have your child decide what mood (feeling) the writer of the 

song is trying to express. 

Read from a variety of fiction (science 

fiction, fantasy, comedy, mystery, historical 

fiction) 

Get a free library card for the local library. Try to make it a weekly trip with your child. 

Choose a type of fiction for your child to read. Allow him/her to find a book that interests him/her from that genre 

(category) of fiction. Have your child read the book and summarize what happened in the story. Choose a different 

genre each time. 

Have your child watch a movie and write a movie review. In the review your child should summarize the plot 

(characters, setting, conflict, resolution) and give his/her opinion of the movie.  

Have your child read out loud, and then ask him/her questions about what he/she read. 

 

 

Use parts of speech correctly (e.g., nouns, 

pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 

conjunctions, prepositions, interjections) 

 

(Reviewed throughout the year) 

Write a short sentence. Have your child identify the part of speech for each word.  

       For example:  Jenny danced gracefully around the room. 

 

                               Jenny (noun) danced (verb) gracefully (adverb) around (preposition)  

                               the (article) room (noun). 
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http://www.puzzle-maker.com/


 

 

www.gameaquarium.com 

www.arcademicskillbuilders.com 

Using a dictionary and index cards, find a variety of words in the dictionary. On one side of the card write the 

word. On the other side of the card, write the part of speech. Quiz your child using the index cards as flash cards.  

Using a search engine (www.google.com) type in parts of speech review or parts of speech games.  

Create a picture and describe the people, places, and things within the picture.  

Spell words correctly from memory and 

using reference materials. 

(Reviewed throughout the year) 

Play Scrabble (allow your child to use reference sources to locate words and correct spelling) 

Online scrabble game: www.pogo.com 

www.reference.com/fun 

Use capitalization and punctuation correctly 

 

 

(Reviewed throughout the year) 

www.gameaquarium.com 

www.quia.com 

Write a sentence with incorrect capitalization and punctuation. Have your child correct the sentence.  

Have your child identify common nouns (general person, place, thing, or idea) and proper nouns (specific person, 

place, or thing) around the house. Have him/her tell you whether or not the object is common or proper and then 

tell whether or not it should be capitalized. Proper nouns should be capitalized.  

          For example, girl- common noun  

                                Sally- proper noun 

Demonstrate expressive writing (e.g., 

personal stories, fictional stories, poetry, 

songs, and plays) 

(Reviewed throughout the year) 

Have your child keep a personal diary/journal of daily events. 

 

Have your child write a story with a beginning, middle, and end. 

 
Analyze the influence of setting Experience different settings (places, locations, and events) and ask your child how that setting affects their mood, 

affects their position in the family, affects the things they do and the events that occur. 

Using index cards, write a common setting (e.g. mall, bedroom, library, Wal-Mart) on the front of the card. Use 

this card as a flash card. As you show the card to your child, have him/her tell you the objects you would find in 

that setting and how they affect the events of what happens in the setting, 

Research folklore and myths from a specific 

culture 

Share and discuss the various elements of your family culture. Have your child look up myths, folk tales, and 

legends that relate his/her culture. 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/index.htm 

www.pibburns.com/mythregi.htm - not all of the links work properly 

Share and discuss the culture where you live. Have your child find myths and folktales that relate to the culture in 

which he/she lives.  

Read a variety of poems (e.g., free verse, 

limerick, ballad, lyric, concrete, narrative, 

haiku, clerihew, epic, elegy) 

www.gigglepoetry.com 

Read Where the Sidewalk Ends and have your child write a poem similar to one he/she read.  

Have your child look up or write down his/her favorite song lyrics. Have your child identify what poetic 

techniques (rhyme, repetition, figurative language) the writer uses.  Then have your child write his/her own song 

(frwww.songlyrics.com 

Poetry for Parents- http://writersalmanac.publicradio.org/ 

http://www.gameaquarium.com/
http://www.arcademicskillbuilders.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.pogo.com/
http://www.reference.com/fun
http://www.gameaquarium.com/
http://www.quia.com/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/index.htm
http://www.pibburns.com/mythregi.htm
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
http://writersalmanac.publicradio.org/


 

 

  
Summarize the main idea and state the 

author’s purpose for expository text (non-

fiction, informational text) 

Have your child read a newspaper or magazine article. After he/she has read, have him/her tell you the main idea 

(what the text is about) of the article in one or two sentences. Then have your child tell you the author’s purpose 

for writing the text. Was it to entertain, persuade, or inform?  Have your child answer questions in complete 

sentences. 

Fact vs. Opinion Create a list of facts and opinions, and then have your child determine which is a fact and which is an opinion. 

www.mrsdell.org 

www.quia.com 

www.internet4classrooms.com 

Describe the intended effects of propaganda 

techniques (politics, products, beliefs, 

religion) 

View television commercials or read advertisements and determine what type of propaganda is being used 

(bandwagon, peer pressure, repetition, testimonial, transfer, loaded words). There could be more than one. 

Have your child look through magazines and newspapers to find an example of each type of propaganda 

(bandwagon, peer pressure, repetition, testimonial, transfer, loaded words). 

Have your child create an advertisement (commercial, public service announcement, billboard, etc.) for his/her 

own product.  Have him/her explain what propaganda techniques were used in the advertisement.  

http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit 

Facts used to support an author’s argument 

or position 

Provide your child with a situation in which he/she needs to provide facts to support his/her argument/position. 

For example, should a teenager be able to receive their license at sixteen? 

Write a five-paragraph persuasive essay 

supporting an argument/position. 

Create an outline:  

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html 

Using the outline, have your child write a five-paragraph persuasive essay. 

Determine the sequence of activities to carry 

out a procedure 

Have your child write the steps to carry out a procedure (for example: making a peanut butter and jelly sandwich).  

Then, have your child carry out the procedure, pointing out if anything is missing from his/her sequence of 

activities.  

Finally, ask your child, “When you go shopping what do you not need to buy to make a peanut butter and jelly 

sandwich?” (Possible answers: tuna, mayonnaise, video game, etc.) 

Write a five-paragraph essay explaining the 

steps taken in order to complete a task. 

(How to ride a bike, How to plan a trip, 

How to get ready for school, How to make a 

grilled cheese sandwich) 

Parent/Student Help: 

http://www.asdk12.org/staff/habberstad_amy/pages/Ideas%20for%20Process%20Essays.pdf 

Create an outline:  

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html 

Using the outline, have your child write a five-paragraph procedure essay. 

Write a friendly and formal letter Have your child write a letter to a friend. Then have your child address the envelope, stamp it, and send it via 

mail.  

Have your child write a business letter.  

Friendly and Formal Letter formats: 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html 

Homework Help Websites http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/rr 

www.schooltube.com 

kidinfo.com 
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http://www.mrsdell.org/
http://www.quia.com/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/
http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html
http://www.asdk12.org/staff/habberstad_amy/pages/Ideas%20for%20Process%20Essays.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/rr
http://www.schooltube.com/


 

 

 

Resources: 
 

www.puzzle-maker.com 

 

www.gameaquarium.com 

 

www.arcademicskillbuilders.com 

 

www.pogo.com 

 

www.reference.com/fun 

 

www.google.com 

 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/inde

x.htm 

       

www.pibburns.com/mythregi.htm 

www.gigglepoetry.com 

 

www.songlyrics.com 

 

http://writersalmanac.publicradio.org/ 

 

www.mrsdell.org 

 

www.quia.com 

 

www.internet4classrooms.com 

http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-

resources/student-interactives/persuasion-

30034.html 

 

http://www.asdk12.org/staff/habberstad_amy/p

ages/Ideas%20for%20Process%20Essays.pdf 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-

resources/student-interactives/essay-

30063.html 

 

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/rr 

 

www.schooltube.com 

 

kidinfo.com 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-

resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-

30005.html 

 

http://www.puzzle-maker.com/
http://www.gameaquarium.com/
http://www.arcademicskillbuilders.com/
http://www.pogo.com/
http://www.reference.com/fun
http://www.google.com/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/index.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/mff/index.htm
http://www.pibburns.com/mythregi.htm
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
http://www.songlyrics.com/
http://writersalmanac.publicradio.org/
http://www.mrsdell.org/
http://www.quia.com/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/
http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html
http://www.asdk12.org/staff/habberstad_amy/pages/Ideas%20for%20Process%20Essays.pdf
http://www.asdk12.org/staff/habberstad_amy/pages/Ideas%20for%20Process%20Essays.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/hh/rr
http://www.schooltube.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/letter-generator-30005.html

